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PLANT LIST for nature strips of BRUNSWICK 
Describing the 14 types provided for cultivation. 
All plants are perennial (grow for several years).  
Plant numbers are minimum suggestions from an economical perspective. Denser plantings will fill out your garden and 
help suppress weeds in a faster timeframe. 
Description list provides: common names/botanical names/aboriginal name from a stated tribe 
 
GRASSES 
 Kangaroo Grass  
Botanical Themeda triandra (=T. australis) (Themeda = soil depression that collects rain) 
Aboriginal Wuulot (Gunditjmara) 
NOTES: attractive grass with orange-brown flowers and grey-green leaves, once very 

common, benefits from annual trimming, best planted in groups 
GROWTH:  1m H x 0.5m W, flowers in summer, few diseases, winter dormant, little management 

needed  
HABITAT: drought tolerant, water logging susceptible, full sun, tolerates part shade 
PLANT: ~2/sqm 
PROPAGATE: seeds or division, note that seeds can have a minimum dormancy period of 6 months 
ECOLOGY: food source for birds and butterflies 
ALLERGY:  low-moderate risk from pollen 
USES:   string, seeds for flour, stem bases chewed  
POLLINATION: wind 
FOOT TRAFFIC: moderate resilience 
 
 Clustered Wallaby Grass (Stiped Wallaby Grass)  
Botanical Austrodanthonia racemosa (=Danthonia racemosa)  
NOTES: attractive tussock forming grass, narrow light green leaves, requires annual trimming, 

best planted in groups 
GROWTH:  60cm H x 50cm W, flowers most of the year,  
HABITAT: drought tolerant, water logging susceptible, full sun, tolerates part shade 
PLANT: ~3/sqm 
PROPAGATE: seeds or division 
ECOLOGY: food source for birds and butterflies 
ALLERGY:  low risk, very low pollen emission 
USES:   possibly string 
POLLINATION: mainly self-pollinated 
FOOT TRAFFIC: moderate resilience 
 

Grey Tussock Grass  
Botanical Poa sieberiana  
Aboriginal Bowat (Wurundjeri)  
NOTES: tussock-forming grass with narrow grey-green leaves, requires annual trimming, best 

planted in groups 
GROWTH:  60cm H x 50cm W, flowers most of the year,  
HABITAT: drought tolerant, water logging susceptible, prefers part shade 
PLANT: ~3/sqm 
PROPAGATE: seeds or division 
ECOLOGY: food source for birds and butterflies 
ALLERGY:  low risk, low pollen emission  
USES:   leaves used to make baskets, mats and bags 
POLLINATION: wind 
FOOT TRAFFIC: high resilience 
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GROUND COVERS               
Austral Stork's Bill  

Botanical Pelargonium australe 
Aboriginal Terrat (Wurundjeri) 
NOTES: aromatic large round leaves with white or pink flowers possessing crimson or purple 

veins, in the geranium family, dies back late summer and reshoots after rain 
GROWTH:  60cm H x 60cm W, flowers in spring/summer 
HABITAT: drought tolerant, tolerates shade, prefers dry, well-drained soil, full sun 
PLANT: ~2/sqm 
PROPAGATE: cuttings when the plant isn’t flowering, with at least two nodes present and plant 

with one node underground 
ECOLOGY: food for butterflies, bees, insects, birds 
ALLERGY:  low risk  
USES:   starchy taproot cooked 
POLLINATION: bird, insect, bees 
FOOT TRAFFIC: low resilience, plant in the middle 
 

Tufted Bluebell  
Botanical Wahlenbergia communis   
NOTES: narrow leaves, attractive blue flowers, good for mass planting 
GROWTH:  30cm H x 40cm W, flowers spring to autumn  
HABITAT: full sun, well-drained soils, drought and wet sensitive, shade tolerant  
PLANT: ~4-6/sqm in clumps 
PROPAGATE: seeds, which can be collected by tipping the flowers upside down and collecting the 

tiny brown seeds that fall out or division 
ECOLOGY: food for birds, beetles and bees 
ALLERGY:  low risk  
USES:   ornamental   
POLLINATION: bird, insect, bees 
FOOT TRAFFIC: moderate resilience 
 

Basalt Daisy (Swamp Daisy)  
Botanical Brachyscome basaltica   
NOTES: long narrow leaves, white daisy flowers with yellow centre, best in groups 
GROWTH:  40cm H x 60cm W, flowers spring to summer 
HABITAT: drought sensitive, prefers moist poorly-drained soil, full sun, remove dead flowers for 

best results 
PLANT: ~4-6/sqm in clumps 
PROPAGATE: seeds or division 
ECOLOGY: food source for butterflies 
ALLERGY:  low risk  
USES:   ornamental 
POLLINATION: insect 
FOOT TRAFFIC: moderate resilience 
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GROUND COVERS (continued)             
Common Everlasting  

Botanical Chrysocephalum apiculatum        
NOTES: spreading herb with silver-grey leaves and attractive bright yellow button-like 

flowers, improved by regular pruning  
GROWTH:  30cm H x 70cm W, flowers spring and summer 
HABITAT: highly drought tolerant, resents permanent water logging, full sun, tolerates part 

shade, very hardy 
PLANT: ~3/sqm 
PROPAGATE: seeds or cuttings 
ECOLOGY: food source for birds and insects 
ALLERGY:  low risk  
USES:   medicinal for early Europeans 
POLLINATION: bird, insect, bees, butterflies 
FOOT TRAFFIC: moderate resilience 
 

Milky Beauty Heads  
Botanical Calocephalus lacteus            
NOTES: small sprawling herb with aromatic silver-grey leaves and white to cream flowers 
GROWTH:  20cm H x 1m W, flowers summer/autumn 
HABITAT: prefers full sun, very moist soil, well drained, drought tolerant, water logging tolerant  
PROPAGATE: seeds or division 
PLANT: ~3/sqm 
ECOLOGY: food source for butterflies 
ALLERGY:  low risk  
USES:   ornamental 
POLLINATION: bird, insect, bees 
FOOT TRAFFIC: moderate resilience 
 

Spreading Flax-Lily (Black anther flax lily)  
Botanical Dianella admixta (=D. revolute)  
Aboriginal Murmbal (Wergaia) 
NOTES: evergreen lily with strap-like blue-green leaves, blue flowers and blue-purple berries 
GROWTH:  0.8m H x 0.4m W, flowers spring to autumn 
HABITAT: prefers moist conditions, part shade, tolerates drought, shade and full sun, resents 

water-logging  
PLANT: ~2/sqm, useful as a barrier either for foot traffic or wind 
PROPAGATE: division of rhizomes 
ECOLOGY: berries and seeds for birds 
ALLERGY:  low risk  
USES:   strong fibre for baskets, ripe berries and roots from some species edible, tea made 

from leaves, blue dye   
POLLINATION: bird, insect, bees 
FOOT TRAFFIC: moderate resilience 
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GROUND COVERS (continued)             
Native Mint (River mint, Australian mint) 

Botanical Mentha australis  
Aboriginal Panaryle (Wurundjeri)            
NOTES: small bright green leaves, pungent mint found along waterways, odour similar to 

pennyroyal 
GROWTH:  0.6m H, winter dormant, small white flowers in summer and autumn  
HABITAT: semi-shade to full sun, moist, poorly-drained soils, drought sensitive 
PLANT: ~3/sqm 
PROPAGATE: division or cuttings 
ECOLOGY: insects-eating birds 
ALLERGY:  low risk  
USES:   crushed leaves and oil repels mosquitos, tea for coughs and colds, in recipes can be 

confused with edible round-leaved native mint (Prostanthera rotundifolia) 
POLLINATION: insect, bees 
FOOT TRAFFIC: moderate resilience 
 

Common Pigface (Inland Noonflower)  
Botanical Carpobrotus modestus 
Aboriginal Katwort, Keeng-A (Bunganditj)           
NOTES: dense mats grey-green succulent leaves, attractive purple flowers, red fleshy fruit 
GROWTH:  20cm H x 2m W, flowers spring/summer  
HABITAT: very drought tolerant, prefers well-drained soils, full sun, resents water-logging 
PLANT: ~1/sqm 
PROPAGATE: cuttings 
ECOLOGY: food source for birds and butterflies 
ALLERGY:  low risk  
USES:   fruits and leaves eaten raw or dried, also medicinal  
POLLINATION: bird, insect, bees 
FOOT TRAFFIC: low resilience, plant in the middle 
 

Creeping Saltbush (Berry Saltbush)  
Botanical Atriplex semibaccata            
NOTES: low growing and spreading with oblong and toothed grey-green leaves and red 

succulent berries, separate male and female plants 
GROWTH:  30cm H x 2m W, inconspicuous flowers most of the year  
HABITAT: highly drought tolerant, tolerates shade, prefers full sun, dry soil 
PLANT: ~1/sqm 
PROPAGATE: seeds 
ECOLOGY: food source for birds 
ALLERGY:  likely low-moderate risk, member of Chenopod family, but low pollen emission  
USES:   seeds for flour, leaves eaten 
POLLINATION: wind 
FOOT TRAFFIC: moderate resilience 
 
  



Philip Taylor for Brunswick Communities for Nature            Last updated 24/8/16  Page 5 of 5 

GROUND COVERS (continued)             
Nodding Saltbush  

Botanical Einadia nutans ssp. nutans       
NOTES: sprawling hardy plant with small arrow-shaped silver-green leaves and succulent red 

or yellow berries 
GROWTH:  60cm H x 1m W, flowers inconspicuous, berries in summer/autumn 
HABITAT: very drought tolerant, full sun, dry soil, tolerates shade 
PLANT: ~1/sqm 
PROPAGATE: seeds 
ECOLOGY: food source for birds  
ALLERGY:  likely low-moderate risk, member of Chenopod family, but low pollen emission 
USES:   ripe berries sweet and edible, used as dye, leaves edible 
POLLINATION: wind 
FOOT TRAFFIC: moderate resilience 
 

Ruby Saltbush  
Botanical Enchylaena tomentosa  
Aboriginal Kurrkuty (Wemba Wemba)      
NOTES: low spreading to upright woody shrub with narrow-cylindrical, hairy, grey leaves and 

yellow or red berries 
GROWTH:  40cm H x 1m W, inconspicuous flowers throughout year 
HABITAT: highly drought tolerant, full sun to part shade, well-drained soil 
PLANT: ~1/sqm 
PROPAGATE: seeds 
ECOLOGY: food source for birds 
ALLERGY:  likely low-moderate risk, member of Chenopod family, but low pollen emission 
USES:   edible berries and leaves 
POLLINATION: wind 
FOOT TRAFFIC: moderate resilience 
 
 
SOURCES 
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http://www.anbg.gov.au/index.html 
Aboriginal Plants in the Grounds of Monash University: 
http://www.fsd.monash.edu.au/files/bethgottpamphlet_po.pdf 
Boroondara City Council: 
http://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/our-city/environment/our-natural-environment/local-flora 
Aboriginal Plant Use in SE Australia: 
https://www.anbg.gov.au/aborig.s.e.aust/s.e.a.mapkey.html 
https://www.anbg.gov.au/gardens/education/programs/Aboriginal-plantuse.pdf 
http://www.gbcma.vic.gov.au/downloads/NativeVegInTheSIR/Groundcovers__A_to_J.pdf 
http://www.victorianflora.wmcn.org.au/index.php?seenform=y&category=0 
Flora of Melbourne, 1993, Society for Growing Australian Plants Maroondah Inc. 
Plants of Melbourne’s Western Plains.  Australian Plant Society 
Gardening with Indigenous Plants in Moreland: 
http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/mccwr/publications/brochures-factsheets-guidelines/gardening-with-indigenous 
plants-in-moreland-guide.pdf 
Merri Creek Parklands: 
http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/580503/merri_creek_parklands_plan_2013.pdf 
The Weed Foragers Handbook. A Grubb, A Raser-Rowland, 2012   
Victorian Indigenous Nurseries Co-operative: 
http://www.vinc.net.au/ 
Plants of the Merri Merri, 1984, Merri Creek Coordinating Committee 
Allergy Free Gardening, TL Ogren, 2000 
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